LIFE (\'D WORKS OF VAZHAKi'WA.M VASUDEVAN NAMBUDIR!

of devotional literature that Sanskrit seems to hold part of its
original influence and popularity."

Swami Vivekananda's suggestion for the emancipation of
Indians is certainly a guideline for those serving in this field,2 "So
every improvement in India requires first of all an upheaval in
religion. Before flooding India with socialistic or political ideas,
first deluge the land with spiritual ideas. The first work that
demands our attention is, that of the most wonderful truths con-
fined in our upanishads, in our scriptures, in our puranas - must
be brought out from the books, brought out from the monasteries
brought out from the forests, brought out from the possession of
selected bodies of people, and scattered broadcast all over the
land, so that these truths may run like fire all over the country,
from north to south, and east to west from Himalayas to Camorin,
from Sindh to Brahmaputra."

From the words of Swami Vivekananda it is clear that re-
forms in the religious field is the most primary one and social and
political reforms are only secondary ones. And so the urgent
need of the people in India is obviously the reformation in the
spiritual field. Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri rightly chose
his path while he enlightened the people with teachings based on
Indian culture and heritage. To elevate their level of life he pro-

2. Swami Vivekananda, My plan ofcompaign, To the Youth of
India, Advaita Asrama. V^yavati DKO, pp.67-68.
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